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PPEPPPPPEE-OEPEPPPODEEÞ 
To the Right Honourable Edward Earl of. 
Clarendon,Lord High Chancellor of Exgland, 8c, 


Right Honourable, | 
| | Am ſo much a Stranger to your Lordſhip,that] beleeve the 


. ſ\nbſcribing my Name , will bur little benefit your Lordſhips 
W knowledge of me; and the cauſe abour which I write, being 
meerly the clearing of my.ſelf, is of ſo petty concernment, thar 
I am afraid , inſtead of procuring your Lordſhips good opinion, 
it may expoſe me to your Cenſurez ant rheygh I purge my ſelf 
fromall other my ſuppoſed Crimes , yet the very undertaking to 
frouble your Lordſhips with « matter ſo much below you , may 
render me guiltyofa very tranſcendent preſumption, | 
Bur, my Ford , lince none who is made ſoconſf:derable as to -. 
be reputed dangerous, can be too mean to appear in his own 
juſt defence, and fince your Lordſhip hath already ſuffered your 
Goodneſs ſo much to be wrovght upon, 2s1na manner tocon- 
 demn meunheard ; and ſeem to conceive of me. as [ have been 
lately repreſenced,for a dire&t Enemy unto the Church, and but 
meanly affetedto the Srate; I thought ir neceflary,if for no o- 
cher reſpe&, yer for the ſake of Triieh(which always ſuffers inthe 
Opreſſion of any one of her followers) ro remove your Lord- 
ſhips miſtakes; and by making a kind of Publick Confeſhon of my 
Faith, to vindicate my ſelf from thoſe ſuſpicious, which if well 
grounded would render mee not only” incapable of Pcefermenr 
(the want of which ſhall never complainof ) bur likewiſe un- 
worthy of any Prote&ion, :____ 5 
To besin therefore wick that which makes the loudeſt noyſe 
inthe World,and that is, a ſuppoſalchat I am no friend to Biſhops, 
I need ſay no more in juſtification of my ſelf than whar I have al. 
. readyaſſerred , not. only .in my Latine Deſlertation upon char 
De Presbyteris $ybjeRt, bur likewiſe inthe Preface rqthar very Book which fir 
+. Kpoſcoper, begar the ſofpicion----T then ſaid;'that 7 mas a fritt obſerver of 
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Aj it Queſti- the Dottrine of the Church of England, as ut was contained inthe 


en &c,. thirty nine Articles (as my ſeyeral Treatiſes againſt * Arberfms , 
| FL Sociman(m, 
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_ + Socmaniſm, + Arminia and + Pepery do witneſs ) and for | Diſcourſe a- 
that which ic the prime branch of Diſcipline, viz. Eſpiſcopacy, or thevour bong 
ſuberdination between Biſhops and Presbyters,I do own it to be of Aps-" © OO 
feolical, Inſtitution that is, as I underffaud it, Jure Divino ; «at leaſt + Difcreatio- 
[ think 1 am able to ſay as much for the Order of Biſhops im the ae5Anti-Scoci- 
Church , a 4ny can for the Baptizing of Infants, for the change of nianz, 
the Sabbath, for Tithes, or for any thing elſe, which hath no particu- L {A __ of 
lar Divine Precept, but only Primitive praft ice and exampleto war- , yo gat 
rantit. And therefore in conformity to this Principal of mine, when gainſt the 
the Biſhop 5 were ſunk loweſt not only for Pomp ,but likewiſe for Repu- Pojes infalli- 
tation; and when no tempration either of profit or conventence , but bil iry. 
rather the contrary, could work upon me, 1 then choſe to be Ordained 
by one of them;which is a ſufficieut Argument of my reality and ſted- i In 
faſtneſs, This, my Lord, was my Judgerment then, and dating o Fabia 
the words [xre Divino (which unleſs they be taken in a limited Biſhop Brown- 
and reftrained ſenſe, are more than the Cauſe will bear, becauſe rigge on Nov, 
thereis no mention of Biſhops as a diſtin order in Scripture) ut 3, An, 1659, 
1s my judgement (till, for chovugh 1 know that giaorporeia Of An 
ambitious affelt ation of Primacy , and all manner of Lordlineſs is 
co be avoided by Chaurch-officers, yer I could never ſce any reaſon 
why there might not as well be different places and degrees for 
the Rulers of the Church; ' as ir is evident there is difterence of 
gifts, and great diſpariry of endowments: So that for the order 
of B:ſhops, as choſen by ,and ruling with thei: Presbyters, and by 
conſent aCting in an eminent way of Power, I acknowlege it to 
be a P:imitive uſage, and accordingly I have been, and am likely 
always-to prove an Afſertor ofrhem, ©  «_ © 
Having thus cleared my ſelf from that, which becauſe of your. 
Lordſhips great Deyorion ro the Church of England in its preſent 
Confiicution was moſt likelyto p:ejudice me in your Lordſhips. 
thoughts, I ſhall next give an Account of my inclmation to the 
Coil Government ; and though I can make it appear , that du- 
ring aur late Confofions , I paſſed my Life wich ſo much inno-! 
cence, and fo little compliance' to the then uſurping Powers, 
that not one Publick Action I did bur is capable of a fair and E-- 
quitable Plea, yer fnce an Att of Indempnity and Oblivion is al- 
; ready paſſed, I rhink ic my Dury ſo fac to comply with his Ma- 
jeſtiesintentionin granting that}A&, as nor tomention any ching,, 
how defenſible howſoever , which he hath commance 1 ſhould 
be utterly forgottep, A2 | To 
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+ To give therfore my preſent ſenſe, ] can ſincerely p: ofeſs;that 
I haye not only a Loyal, - bur a moſt AﬀeRtionare eſteem for his 
 Majetlies Perſon and Government; for fince;beſides the gengral 
obligation ofa Subject, I am bound by my Religion toprize Gra- 
titnde above all things, I could not be juſt ſhould I not molt ear- 
| --neſtly defire the happineſs-of char-Pcnce. , unto whoſe-fingle.en- 
= deavours I oweboth my C:ivil-and Religions Liberty; for he muſt 
OO ,..- needs beavery great ſtranger in this our Iſrael, whodoth n5r ac- 
F. knowledge chat his Majeſites Perſonal end paſſionate interpoing 
| did confirm our [dempaity, and his moſt pious and unequilled 
RTE Declaration hath ſuftictently evidenced , thar he is not unwilling. . 
to indulge. che ucmoſt exrenr-of ſober-and Chciltian Liberty; 
which are exprefſionsof ſo much'goodneſs; in'the midi of (a- 
\ great Power,and after ſo many provecations;thar he hath norche . 
heart of a Man much leſs of a Chriſtian , who doth not alwaies 
preſerve a thankful remembrance ofthem; I am ſurethey are ſo 
"deeply impreſled upon me, that if in any wrxing of mine there be 
"fo muchas a word, which can be wreſted to the leſſening of His 
' Majeſties juſt Authority, I intreat yonr Lordihip to take natice 
that I do hereby utterly diſown 1t,, as being directly con- 
trary to my profeſled Principles, which lead me to noone 
peint of outward practiſe mote ſtrictly , than anexact and pun- 
Qual obedience unto his Majeſties Commands. ' TY 
I muſt confeſs,that ever {ince I became a Chrifttan,which ile 
I do not own,either to my Birth,or Education; (having then ſen- 
fibly experimented the great difficulcy of believing) Ialwayes 
doubred wherher the Magiſtrates Power did properly extend to 
things of. Religions Conterwments ; and accordingly I handled rhar 
point,while ir. was Res zntegrag8c before ever there was any fear of 
Impoſing : But ſince the Parliament now have decided that Con- 
$ troverſie,and put the matter.ourt of Queſtion, I think my ſelf not 
| _ . only diſcharged from medling with it, but likewiſe concluded by 
9 what I havealready declared,which was intheſe yery words:That 
Great Que- thengh for the preſent ,Imake uſe of that Indulgence;which His Ma- 
ftion, &, Jefty hath been pleaſedto allow unto Tender C onſerancer,that ,to all 
Rational ayd ſober Chriſtians ( the continuance of which, I dare not 
( ſo much wrong His /Majefties Goodneſs,ar ence to queſtion )pet ſhould 
— His Majeſty be prevailednupoy, for ſome Reaſon of State, to enjoy 
ontward Conformity ; I amrefolved, bythe help of God , either 
18 ſubmit with chearfulneſs , or elſe to ſuffer wth ſilence, rs 4s 
| | fnere 
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there is an Altrve Diſobeditnce "which 5 x t\Refiſt;" ſo there #4 a 
Paſſive Diſobedience, and that 1s, to Repine yneuher of which can 
by any muans approve of ,. fince whoever 1 cannot conſciencianſly: 
do I think, myſelf oblieged to ſuffer for, with as much joy, and with 
a little reſiffance, as if any other Att. of Obedjence were called for 
from me,. 1; may; perhaps be roo partial to my felf, bur certainly; 
in general 1 may pronoun-e, thar.whoever preſerves this Tems: 
pery ler his Judgement be whar.ic will., inreference to Ceremeos 
nies, yet he canyat be ſuppoſed incompatible wich waies of pub- 
lick ſafety : Gince he thatquiecly ſuffers the Penalty of any Law, 
I mean where ic isa Law meerly of outward Otder , doth ag re- 
ally fulfil che intens of it; as he thar aQtually-pectormsall. its in-. 
junRions ; for .ſnch.kind of, Obedience doth, argue a, more than 
Ordinary degree of Love, and thar, in the, Apoliles ſenſe; .*s the 
fulfilling of the Law, And without ſpeaking any thing iv myown 
Commendation, my filence under my Illegal exclafion from my 
place in Chrift-Church, and my late vojuncary forſaking a Living 
I was poſſefledof, that. I might preventany poTibilicy of ſeemipg 
to diſobey Publick; Authority., doth. ſuſficiently proclaim the 
peaceableneſsof my Temper: SR 
Burt: my Lord, ſhould Lever have ſo far Rept our of the bounds 


of my Calling ,..a$.00. Wrice a Publick AMemento (which 16 the Memen' os. P. 6, 


very name of it,contradicts the At of Q5/;v1on) ſhould 1. have 
ſo much aſperſed the preſent Government, as to.ſay; that Defa+ . 
mers of the Government , if Presbyterians , ſcape better than their 


Accuſers: That Promoters aud Inftifiers of the murder of the IateP. 8 & 218. 


King, are ftill continued publick Preachers , and can come off 

for Pruming and publiſhng down-right Treaſon, when 1 have much | 

adv to eſcape fortelling it. Should I have ſaid, Thar great dangers p. 1 32 

ave full remaining, in uot preferring the Kings Friends, (as ithis 

Majeſty would prefer any , but thoſe thac were of unexpeed 
Loyalty ) ſhould I have added further, that the danger 5s great, 

#nd number alſs of ill choſen Iuſtices : All which paſſes direly 

rend not onely todefame the Government , bur torender. it ri- 

diculous , asif it were not. policick enough to preſerve ir ſelf. 

Should I , after I had in ſome former Pamphlec expreſly.Li- 

belled your Lordſhip, aſtegwards by making ſome dull Apho- Þ. tos. - 

xiſms about a Favosrite, labour to abuſe you co your face ; I 

I ſhould then thipk I had done enough rod2ſerve, not onely the 

Name, but likewiſe the Puniſhment, thar is due to one thar is 

fious and Turbulent, Yer 
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- Yet; my Lotd, all this, and ſomething worſe is ſaidin Prine, 
by-one'Mr. L'Eftraiige , a Gefitleman whom I never faw , but 
yer Thave heard ſo muchill of bin), that I think my ſelf obliged 
ro thank him for hisDetamarions of me ; ' ſince by confeling 
hirifelf, in che ſame Bok , to be guilty of Drankenneſs and Pro- 
phaneſs ; he hath (aid much mote than T can knowingly charse 
nimwith, and I amſure mote than enovgh to diſcredit his own - 
Teftimony. For he thar is neither Sober ro himſelf; nor Rel;- 
gions to God, canhor poſſibly be /#f and C:#i/ to men; and 
Impiety will eafily lead him to Forgery : I ſhall not therefore 
ſeemtoplead my own Concernment againſt him; fince my 
Credit and Eſteem with Good men iseicher very lictle, andrhen 
my ſollicitotſmeſs will but little promote it; or elſe it is ſo great, 
thar it is already placed beyond the Reach of ſuch Rude Aflaults 
and Batreszy , and needs not my own Pen for its Defence and. 
Vindication. Ly 

- Bute, My Lord , how careleſs ſoeyer I am of ſecuring my 
own Fare, yet in zealto the Publick Honour -and Faich of our 
Nation, I muſt rake leave to ſay this , that for aty todedicare a 
Bookto your Lordſhip ( who are by your placethe erear Con- 
ſervater ef our Laws) andin it preſume to break that very Law, 
which His Majeſty hath appeared tobe moſt tender of, and that 
ſo epebly , as to revive the mention of-onr Wat, unJer the 
Ticle of Rebelion, to Call the Loyd and Communt then afſermbled 
in Parliament , a Company. of Schiſmariths and Rebels ; and 
with-thern , to aſperfe rhe whoſe City of Lexdon, who either 
nevet inentionally forfeited, orelſc have Nobly redeemed the 
miſtake of rheir Loyalty': This, my Lord , is a infotence'of 
fo infe&tous a Nature, that, if your Lordſhip doch not ſypptefs 
it; men who love their Honours above their Lives;,will not think 
chemſelves fai;ly dealt wich, For I muſt leave it toyour Lord- 
ſhip ro judge , how little ſecuricy we may expe@trom any of 
our old Laws , and how little Obedience can juſtly be exacted 


- into the New ones; if, in the face of the werld, and with your 


Lordſhips Priviry, nay under your ProreRion, our late Maga 
Charts can be, inthe very Terms and Deſign of it, ſo apparently 

violated, | 
I know very well, that the Perſon who doth this, preſumes 
much vpon his former Loyalty ; and would make his paſt Ser- 
Yiceg 


* 2 98 | 
vices compound for his preſent Frenzy ; and truly, my Lad. 
I muſt confeſs, that had all chis ill Language been vented by on 
of whoſe honeſty there never had been any ſuſpicion; had one 
defied che Presbyterians (a5 this Author is pleaſed rocall all that 
are not. of his , thar is, that are of any Religion) whoſ: Life, 
or ar leaſt whoſe Loyalty had beenumainted; chenthe wor- 
rhineſs of che Perſon would very much have mitigated the infa- 
my of his Slanders; bur for Shimatocurſe Abſalom ; for Croms- 
wels Spy tocry out Treaſon; for the Protettors Earwigge, torayl 
vpon the Kings Enemies, this is athing fo very indecent , and 
incongruous, that nothing bat your Lord(hips condemning Ma- 
fer L'Efrange to his own Whip, or, becauſe that is nor ſmart 
enough, tothe, Beadles, will ever cure his Lask , or bring him 
within any tollerable.compaſs of ſobriery, .. SY, 
us oak notwillingly , while I plead for the keeping of our 
 Lawsby athers, be found a Tranſgreſſor of them my ſelf; yer 
fince he doth bear himſelf ſo much upon his Innocence, as if he 
needed not the Laws proreQion ; 1 muſt crave leave to rep=at 
what I know your Lordſh.is fully acquainted with,that this very 
Pamphlerer did heretofore frequently ſollicice that he might be 
admittedto private conference with Ol:ter, and humbled him+ 
ſelf. ro ſo:lowan ebbe' of baſeneſs , that he ofcen braughr his 
Fiddle under his Cloaktofacilitare his entry ; and when he ſaw 
chat erafey Jyrenc would naradmir of one, whom he knew un- 
fir for the management of a ſefious Treaſon ; he then by lictle 
Bribes, beſtowed upon his neareſt Acrendants, ſhewed how wil- 
ling he was topurchaſe Acceſs atany Rate; All which Artempes 
were nothing clſe, but ſo munch unfledged Freafon, whichwould 
not ſo long have fluttered in the dark , had but char Tyranc 
rhought him worthy of imployment , and added wings: to his 
waxen diſpoſition, Was 

And chus, my Lord, 'thoughperhaps with more brevity, than: 
the Cauſe ; yer greater length than your Eordſhips Occaſions 
will bear, I have notonely defended my ſelf, but likewiſe unca- 
ſed my Accuſer; for whom while I implore your Lord(hips Mer- 
cy (for as he ends thas-naked inhis colours, bftrce witlnever 
ſpare him) I beg nothing for my ſelf, bur ſo much Equiry, thar 
I may have leave to plead my own cauſe at your Lordfhips Bar, 
before. you conclude me guilty ; and fince., Idoubr nor bur 

your 
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your Lordſhip will allow, that difference in Opinion abont Rel:.. 
jon: Matters , may eaſily be reconciled to a candid purſuance 
of rhe ſarne Civil Interefts; 1.nce diverfiry iv Habrts, need not 
alcerthe diſpoſitionin hearts ; andſimcehi that defies ſincerely 
roſerve.God , ought not to be counted a firanger, | becauſe he 
ſerves him not in his neighbours faſhion - As long as there is 
anErernal Truth in ſuch kind of Principles , and Moderation 
enovgh in your-Lord(hip to'cloſe with them, I ſhall mor ſo much 
weong your Goodneſs ,' as to deſpair of your Fayonr: - Ard 
thongh the greateſt part of your Lordſhip's Followers , may 
perhaps croud to you for eminence ef your Place,and the Heighr 
of your Power; YetlI can aſſure your Lordſhip, that your grear 
Perſonal Worth, and the Excellence of your Civil accompliſh- - 
ments , together wich that tric league of Friendſhip, which 
ſuch Reſemblance of 'Vircuous.Qualities muſt needs produce, 
berween your Lordſhip , and that Righr Honourable and truly 
Noble Perſon, trowhom I am related , are ſolely refle&ed upon 

by me, when I rake leave thus publickly to profeſs my ſelf 


Fe 2241 MY LORD, 
Drury-Laz, | To 
May 10, 1662, Your Lordſhips moſt humble 
pEr-> oh + and moſt obedient Seryanr, 


1 EDWARD BAGS HAM. 
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